Technology acquisition and credentialing controversies.
In the age of the health care financial squeeze, staying on the cutting edge of medical technology is problematic at best. Surgeons must be proactive to design, specify, and acquire highly sophisticated, functional thoracoscopic technology. Credentialing is a legal process designed to improve patient care quality and must be fair and applied to all. An area of contention is credentialing for newly designed procedures. Valid reasons for decredentialing, always a difficult issue, include personal temporary or permanent medical conditions, patient care quality issues, insufficient caseload to maintain proficiency, and personal or interpersonal relationship problems.